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INTRODUCTION 


Mulla Sh. Muhd. Muhsin pen-named Fani was the pupil of Mulla Ya‘kub 
Safri! and Mulla Wasib, and was the teacher of Ghani Kashmiri? and Salim 
Kashmiri?. He was also the disciple of Sh. Muhibhullah Allahabadi* and a 
courtier of Prince Dara Shukol?, In praise of Dara Shukoh and of his spiritual 
guide he says: 


5 ر‎ Eds 3 4 z ۱ 
v pP کی وور گرد‎ 


A a I RE T^ p” 
۳4 o y m 0 y ow 
یا ست‎ epa mt AL eiA 
The author of the Mir’ atul-Khayal says, “He was a thoroughly skilled person 


and was a man of position and saintliness and was also pleasant in conver- 
sation and company,’” 


It is said that in the beginning Fani was in the service of Nazr Muhd 
Khan,’ the ruler of Balkh, but afterwards he entered the service of Shah Jahan,’ 
and became the Sadr (Chief Judge). It is also said- that later on, when Murad 
Bakhsh ° defeated Nazr Muhd, there was found in the library of the latter a 
copy of Fani's Diwan which contained qasidas in praise of Nazr Muhd, and 
so Fani was dismissed from his post, but was permitted in receive a pension. 
After his dismissal, Fani began to lead a retired life in Kashmir : 


Tod m z D " ^ 
P à fot ur ed, LP" eta Z ija 
MU o> A ا زز وی‎ 
In Kashmir Fani used to spend his time in teaching ; and the nobles of the 
place used to visit him regularly. The name of Fani’s house was “Hauz 
Khas”. 
When Zafar Khan? Ahsan went to Kashmir as governor, Fani was very 


pleased : 
we no rore a ۳3 E 
A LEA ob ES زین شا‎ AM, 


i eri 
1. d. A. H. 1013/A. D. 1605 5. d. A. H. 1069/A. D. 1658-1659 - 
2. d. A. H. 1079/۸, D. 1668.9 _é PAT 
3. Haji Muhd Aslam, d; A. H. 1119 7. d. A. H. 1060-61/A; D. 1650 
۱ p ee D. 1707-1708 or 1717-1718 8. A. H. 1037-1069/A. D. 1628-1658 
- ®. A. H. ۱058/۸, D. 1648-1649 J, Au ۵1 1073/A. D. 1662-63 


2 i 
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but later on they had a disagreement. - Fani was in lové with a dancing girl 


named Niji, who was loved by Zafar Khan also. When she did not respond 
to Zafar Khan, he satirized both Fani and Niji : 


17 c Vio رام يرارسا ارات 11 رورا رش‎ i? 
A gue gE کرش شر‎ 


Fani in his turn lámpooned Zafar Khan : 


re i 
It is ar that seen ee fle and” ise Bree), 0 کزان را‎ 


refugê in Delhi. 
Fani had a great love for Kashmir: 
etl bef V cL دسا رکش شم زا‎ 
and compared to Bila the climate of India was not to his liking : 


0 


wf a SIPS Cx‏ | از ار E‏ ات 
X i‏ سا ہت رورم رذن ور ماک لو po T MDA an‏ 

1 a . ۱ A £5 . gt Z 

۲ sj or / ha 11 "d 
PAPALAR Fani, ao n pom 

m. 

Fani was addicated to wine and e : 
AINE ال‎ ln] y^ ATAS tek "d 


He died in A.H. 1081/A.D. 1670-71 


Fani's Diwan has been described as consisting of between five and seven 
thousand verses. The Kulliyat of Fani (MS. No. 3565, Rampur) are as 


follows : 


hi 


Mathnawis 4 Couplets 7366 
Ghazals verses 5265 
Qasidas 5 » 168 
Quatrains 166 سس‎ 


Total 13131 


Naz-u-Niyaz un . 
Among the mathnawis of Fani the first mathnawi is Naz-u-Niyas, which 
is a historical love-story and begins with the following: 


ای تشز P Wiss‏ داچ ورات رر وسور 
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Then the poet says : 
cg vel لوس ف امز راغت‎ Mg 
eM 973/2071 HET 2774 doe n 
Meer Dur رم نکرر‎ p s 
Vb dp ee بگوراز از آدرده یتام‎ > 


Before embarking on the story, the poet praises India and her great Sufis : 


PAZ ۰ لک تواست‎ en 
pap eer ea 


The Story i’ vo: 


In the reign of Akbar,! there was a young man named S. Musa at Kalpi. 
S. Musa came from Kalpi to Fatehpur Sikri and lived honourably at the court 
of Akbar for ten years. One day Musa saw a gold-smith’s daughter named 
Mohini in his dream: 


Ld Ly ورد تسب‎ Wa F2 A1 


A d 7۳ x P d dot‏ رام 


and became infatuated with her. When Akbar heard of his condition, he sent 
for him, Abul Fazl? writing the summons on behalf of the emperor : 


Js. bie Eft 
Seat) ae 


At the royal command Musa was sent to Akbarabad. 


Musa wandered in the streets and lanes of Akbarabad till he reached a 
house, in which his beloved was living : 


PSI a ULL‏ پیر 
سب ب رورو ولوا ر ےلرر p CVE‏ کرد 


In order to see his beloved Musa dressed himself as a flower-seller: 
۰ eee” 2 " a x 
PDT Abu ei ريرك‎ uus! 
1. A. H. 963-1014/A. D. 1556-1605 É 5 ۱ UN 
2, d, A.H. 1011/A. D. 1602 
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In this way he entered Mohini’s house, wherc he spent his nights secretly. 
After three days Musa hired a house, to which he took his beloved : 


ززل روسو پازا ررر ودرا آل درو روا ET‏ 
Aio‏ را yy e Mog ys‏ 


When Mohini's people could not find her, they planned to kill Musa. Seeing 
their desperate plan Mohini returned home pretending to be out of her mind. 


Musa returned to the royal camp; and Mohini also left Akbarabad with a 
poet friend of Musa named Qazi Jamal, but was caught on the way by her 
people and thrown into confinement : 


è e © هو ۰ مر‎ > ۲ 
AA Jf ےا‎ b. 3T — 
Musa could not stand the separation and died reciting this couplet thrice : 
° es ۰ ۰ جر‎ 
AVL ier swe) 
His funeral procession went by Mohini’s house and she fell down weeping 
from the roof, and at last she also died. 


Fani considers this mathnawi as a valuable present for Iran, Turan and 
Isfahan, and has remembered Sa’ib also : 


" Par ۰ s " J a Ad 
euer? انیبان‎ 
۲ 2 ^ "X 
devel weet 
ib بصاب بم دک ی ساز تدان راا ویک‎ 


The following couplets mention the name and the year of the composition 
of the mathnawi : 


زس وشن ازس اض اتام ور نازوت از ایی نامرا ام 
E ml - Ze‏ 
d‏ إتت ازعتایت MM Pps‏ 


Mulla ‘Abdul-Qadir Badayuni!had been moved so much by this tragic 
story that he narrated it in full details giving additional information and filling 
in the various gaps in the mathnawi of Fani. He writes: 


“And among the remarkable events of this year [A.H. 976/A.D 1568-69] 
is the story of the death of Sayyid Musa of Garmsir, son of uu dp one 
of the chief Sayyids of Kalpi in the land of India. It is concise 1 0 -— 
Sayyid Musa had come to do homage to the Emperor, and hs ge e 
became infatuated with the Hindu wife of a goldsmith, € io "a 
beauty was like gold of ‘purest stan 6 a De aa s ana e 


l. d. A, H, 1004/A. D. 1596 
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attracted him as her lover, and the bond of love and attáchment grew strong 
on both sides...... when the expedition set out to Rintambhor, Sayyid : Musa 
contrived to remain behind. He took a house within the fortress of Agrah in 
the vincinity of his beloved on the banks of the river Jumua, near to Mir 
Sayyid Jalal Mutawakkil, and his affairs tended madness. Once or twice 
accompanied by trustee persons of his own he had gone outside his own house, 
and had fallen either into the hands of the watchman, or into the hands of 
some goldsmiths of her caste......A period of two years and four months 
passed, during which they were content with a glance now and then from afar, 
till one night Sayyid Musa, at a hint from that fascinating lady, threw- a 
lasso...... over the roof of Mohini's house, and climbed up like a rope-dancer, 
and so they spent the night together in chaste affection. A poem called Dilfa- 
rib, which Sayyid Shahi, brother of Sayyid Musa, composed, has some verses 
on the subject...... Butatthetime of saying adieu it so happened, that the 
beloved rising from the pillow of sleep, bade farewell to house and home, and 
despising fame and reputation, went with her lover.....so they made off from that 
spot .....and remained cancealed for three days in the house of a trustworthy 
friend. Meanwhile the relatives of the lady surrounded the house of 
Sayyid Musa..... and brought claims and litigation. And Sayyid Shahi, the 
younger brother of the aforesaid Sayyid, who has a sincere friendship for. the 
writer of these pages, and put this story from beginning to end into verse, 
some of which verses have been quoted above, returned answer to them, and 
spent time in ‘perhaps’ and *wouldthats". The lady was informed of that 
concourse, and her heart being alarmed for Sayyid Musa, lest he should come 
to any harm at the hands of the Governor, through stress of circumstances 
parted from that lover, and cheered him with the promise of meeting him 
again. She herself, through fear of the stain of dishonour, which might cleave 
to her cheek, returned to her house, and made the following excuse. She said: 
“On such and such a night, when sleep was firmly settled on my eyes, a person 
of such heart-ravishing form, that none ever seeks the like of it in his dreams, 
took me by the hand, and I passed from dream-land to the land of imagination 
and that sleep was changed into wakefulness. And I saw distinctly that 
glorious form, with a crown encircled with jewels upon his head, and two 
Wings of light upon his breast. And he, reciting a charm over me like one 
bewitched, infatuated me with his beauty, and caught me upon his Wings and 
Pinions, and bore me to a cettain city, the description of which may perchance 
have been heard in some fairy-tale, and took and set me down in a high and 
inaccessible tower. full of wonders and Strange things of every kind, and in 
every corner of it were troops of beings of Peribirth...... But, although it would 
have been better to have concealed the matter, yet through spite they kept that 
, Treasure in a ring of iron serpents, and shut her up under lock and key in an 

upper room. Sayyid Musa through separation was Overcome by the catast- 
rophe, and taking the title of ‘Disgraced’ suddenly took leave of the bride of 
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his senses too...... And when this fact became as well known as the sun at 
midday heat, and stories about it were told in every assembly, and a descrip- 
tion of it was in every month, that heart-ravisher sent a message by her tire- 
woman; saying : I myself in the midst of a thousand troubles and annoyances 
have altogether escaped from the hands and tongues of my traducers by means 
of such explanations and excuses, as women know how to make 


` «Then Sayyid Musa in accordance with her Tequest, starting in the morn- 
ing پاس ین‎ er, in a way that all can imagine, with every demonstration 
of grief on both sides, He left a confidential friend there to serve him, and 
himself set off towards Rintambhor with the fixed purpose of paying his res- 
pects to the Emperor...... But that fair one could not bear the pain of separa- 
tion, so after some days she came to an understanding with that confidential 
friend, and said : “Do you one night in the guise of a beggar, raise a cry for 
alms, and on the pretext of giving you something will come out of the house, 
and will go out of this city with you.” So at the appointed time, under the 
pretext she had suggested, she left the house of her father and mother, and 
after her other ventures risking her modesty, which was her safeguard, she 
turned her face to flight...... The preparations had been made beforehand. For 
three days they remained hidden in the city, and then with joyful hearts set 
off towards Fathpur and Biyanah. As luck would have it, in as much as 
God...... willed it not, suddenly in the midst of the road some of the relatives 
of the Beauty appeared, like an unexpected misfortune, and recognizing her by 
her charms, which were as evident as the light of day though she herself was 
veiled, took hold of her firmly by the skirt..... The patrols of Pahluwan Jamal, 
who at that time was police-magistrate, came up, and a great hubbub issued. 
The fugitive fair one was handed over to her relatives, and her companion in 
flight was sent to prison. When he had from the close confinement suffered 
longin misery and hardships, he managed somehow or other to effect his 
escape. News of these events was brought to the camp to the helpless and 
wandering Sayyid. Then he, who through sickness caused by separation had 
become as thin as a new moon, or a ghost, on hearing this news became despe- 
rate, and turned his thoughts to death, and even made preparation for self-des- 
truction; but he came to the conclusion that Death could not at any time be 
very pleasant, so rending the collar of patience he desired to go to Agrah. His 
affectionate brothers, and sincere friends kept an eye on him, whether he 
Would or no, restraining him sometimes by good advice, sometimes by force 
and threats and reporaches and abuse. At last, when the Imperial eii 
arrived at the capital, and Sayyid Musa, who had before been merely wounde * 
Was now consumed (by love), and however much he strove was unable to catc 
a sight of his beloved, because they kept her guarded ia a strong place, jo 
Qazi Jamal by name, a Hindi poet of Sivakanpur, one of the rea ho 
Kalpi, between whom and the Sayyid there existed. a „hond of. the, closes! 
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friendship. took his case very much to heart. So one evening at the hour of 
prayer he extricated that sitter in a corner of the hall of chastity from the dark 
cell, and set her beside him on a charger head-tossing like the piebald steed of 
Fate... ... aad along the bank of the river Jumna galloped as hard as he could 
upstream. The relatives of the woman came after him, and the inhabitants 
of the city who were spectators of the scene shouted io front of him. The 
horse struck fast...... in the pits and canals .... and like a chess-man he knew 
not how to move in stalemate. Then the beautiful lady fell into despair, and 
throwing herself out of the saddle on the ground said to Qazi: "Save your 
own life by flight, and take my greeting to my lover, and say to him this 
impromptu: 


I have made every effort; but Fate says: 


The business, which is another's is out of thy power." 


When Sayyid Musa received this message, he shut himself up in a place which 
he had within the fortress of Agrah, and his spirit melted by vaxation and 
despair, and his soul...... went forth in flight, and escaped from the four-walled 
prison of temperament, and was freed from the bond of friend and of enemy, 
while with his tongue he uttered thrice the following : 


*From the Beloved my heart has found a thousand lives, 


A friend better than that it is impossible to find. 
O God ! turn this sorrow to the profit of my broken and desolate heart. 


Strike the dagger on my breast, 

Cast also my head far from the body. 
Throw open the door of this dark house, 
Throw open the window also." 


When he had despatched his baggage from this temporary lodging to the 
permanent habitation, they carried his empty corpse with its empty hands to 
its resting place in order to commit it to the earth. Both men and women 
made great lamentation: aad it so happened that they bore his bier under the 
very window of that fair one. She, since at this time she was kept a prisoner, 
with a chain like her tangled tresses on her foot, remained bewildered and 
stricken on the roof of the house from morning till evening, and setting the 
seal of silence on her ruby lip, gazed on the bier of that martyr to love. 
Afterwards being powerless and restless, she uttered a cry, and threw herself 
just as she was from the lofty roof, and the chain broke from her feet. Like 
a mad person, with arms and feet naked she ran direct to the resting place of 
that traveller, who never tasted the joy of union. Her demeanour changed 
from time to time, sometimes silent, and others crazy, she dropped the head of 
bewildermént on the collar of sadness, and symptoms of decline became 
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manifest in her......Her father and mother seeing her in this case at oncé 
despaired of her life, and forgave her delinquencies...... And after that a total 
derangement, such as takes place in the pulse of persons on that point of death, 
became apparent in her whether in motion orat rest, every moment like one 
mad, and at war with herself, she would sit in a corner disconsolate and beat 
her breast with a stone. Then making the pronunciation of the name of 
Sayyid Musa the practice of her lips and the amulet of her life...... she......cast 
herself on the dust of her pure lover, and surrendered her soul to her beloved 
as Sayyid Shahi the author of that poem points out......The author begs leave 
to observe, that although in strict accordance with his promise of conciseness, 
there was no room in this story for indulgence in high-flown language, still 
what could he do! For the language of love carried the reins of my pen 
irresistably out of the grasp of*my control, and prolixity has been the result. 


Maikhane 


The second mathnawi entitled Maikhane was — in the poet’s 
old age and begins:  , | Sse ste ^ pega 
In this mathnawi, Fani has mentioned and praised the gardens, rivers, streams 
and pleasant places of Kashmir : 


LL LIU‏ شال ار کاورگرفتداست رل ررکتار 
euo unt IMDA‏ 
Eat eri‏ شاه کفرن‌است ازا GU‏ 
TI D»‏ ر nf!‏ کر ar‏ لور eui LT‏ 
d‏ مزرگراورای دارا É‏ 
Sube E ox‏ بو مشرد gles Ub‏ 
Au? ۱ ۶۷‏ 
Sofa pit pon ti‏ 
ree E F-‏ 
Fes,‏ شور رو رازبا غ نور KI “ff‏ ۳3 م دور 


In the end the poet has satirized qazis and exposed their evil character : 
» aje ES 
Jet GA "AA SS Lf 


22), translated into English by W. H. Lowe. 


. 1. Muntakhabut-Tawarikh, Vol. I (pP. 113-1 
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Masdarul-Athar 


:, The third mathnawi of Fani is called Masdarul-Athar and was composed 
in A.H. 1067/A.D. 1656-7 after the model of Nizami's Makhzanul-Asrar and 
dedicated to Shah Jahan. The name of the mathnawi and the year of its 
composition are given in the following couplets : 


مص رارضا ر ہہس اما وسرت کک ار ورت اتام وت 
ees M R‏ 1 
hiig e hy‏ ارو SEN‏ برو 


The mathnawi begins with the following couplét : 


P4 E Ha مما اد‎ 
The poet pai o E four Go ¢ kot Jahan.. Besides, . 
he eulogizes Nizami, Amir Khusrow, Jami, Sh. Ya‘qub Sarfi and Sh. Muhi- 
bbullah Allahabadi. In three discourses the poet has sought his Spiritual 
guide’s help for the regeneration of heart, realization of the stage of enternity 
with God, which precedes annihilation in God, and visibility of. detachment in 
attachment and attachment in detachment. Fani believes that the path of 
Sufiism and mystricism ‘is: not separate from the path of Shari‘at: £ 
me. من‎ 7 "e M o E ^ 
wis LATIN LII 

So he insists on Teligious formalities and ritual. 

Masdarul-Athar is a purely religious mathnawi and has. been written in a 
moralizing way. The mathnawi consists of eight “Athars” dealing with the 
virtues of Kalima-i-Tayiba, Namaz,Ruza, Haj, Zakat, together with repen- 
tance, humility and resignation. To eulogize these virtues small moral stories 
bave been incorporated. 


Haft Akhtar. 


The fourth mathnawi, Haft Akhtar, was composed in A.H, 1068/A.D. 1657.8 
and beings : 


eil diae den Quid 

oF ۶ , ۰ ۰ / 

In the beginning Fri: ties Aet Ded all iL mated s ead. Written 
in three years. He Spent seven nights in writing this mathnawi and dedicated 
it to Alamgir? : 


VT Lure Pa Bboy MIS‏ ثم 
tne Ai ss hols‏ 
———MM————‏ 


L A. H. 1068-1118/A. D, 1658-1707 
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The name and year of the com 
the following couplets : 


Pian tif‏ چم رصم یسب بر 
obtenu — dus Ful‏ 06 


The mathnawi describes the love Story of an Iranian king and a Chinese 


princess; but in the course of the Story several other places are also mentioned. 
The Story. i d 


Position of this mathnawi are mentioned in 


A beautiful young king of Iran was not inclined to marry, till one day 
a traveller told him about the excessive beauty of a Chinese princess named 
Khurshid, who also abhorred the idea of marriage. The king feeling the 
stirrings of love, sent a young courtier named Hilal to China with his portrait. 


First of all Hilal reached Farghana and became the guest of King 
Sulayman. Fani had had a bitter experience of the people of Farghana and 


so he satirized them : bec 


Wb M pe PN fi A aR aem En re 
a. iE oF £M. ۹ 
ماد‎ Himitsu bial 
- e ^ ۰ es. " jJ 
OU درل غاص‎ die "m Pu 
The king of Farghana was in love with Mehr Angiz but, after their seeing. 


the portrait, both the king and his beloved became devotees of the rarian . 
king. 


From Farghana, Hilal teached Mahan, where a princess fell in’ love ‘and 
was united with him : 


1 2 PEG. و‎ £z 
یال‎ aot. dvo tof 
v ——— " ze 
D DIE درب ریک رفش ارم زشرن‎ 


From Mahan, Hilal went on to Dasht-i-Gulchin, in the territory of Ghaznin. 
Here again the princess of the land fell in love me Was united with him : 
Gifu.  یراد انت چون قوق ران‎ 
From Dasht-i-Gulchin, Hilal proceeded to Kashmir, whose king, minister 
and princess named Sanubar, on looking at the portrait, gave their hearts to 
the king of Iran. Hilal left Kashmir on his journey towards China and took 
shawls as a gift to be presented to those he would meet ; 


; yy. MIM yin A. 
soms V ھا‎ ph i 
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From Kashmir Hilal went into Tibet, whose people are depicted un- 
favourably : ۱ 


ULL‏ پاک ر رکز چون روات راك 


سس 


DP FERS‏ نید نیون 


However, the physicians of Tibet have been acknowledged by the poet : 


رماع پر POSE‏ لیک در لب ما سل 


Vi oh Avice‏ نیس تک م راب را 


AM pl کارت‎ 

From Tibet, Hilal reached Khutan, about whose people the says : 
AM Te VEIG  رشاکر مر مآن رار‎ 
مایت‎ "nc VU E 
فان یری مرو وشور‎ por پوك درآن‎ 


Akhtar Khan was the ruler of Khutan, and his son was engaged to the 
same Chinese princess. 


Hilal. now set out for China, at the same time as the royal party from 
Khutan left for the intended wedding. The princess got married to the prince 
of Khutan ; but when, after the wedding, Hilal showed the portrait of the 
Iranian king to her, she fell in love with the king ; and ultimately her first 
marriage was dissolved, and she was wedded to him. 


After the wedding, Hilal returned to Iran, accompained by the Chinese 
princess. The king was extremely pleased to meet her and Hilal. - He men- 
tioned that before their arrival some mendicants had come there from various 
places; but Hilal revealed that they were, in fact, the king, princess and ministe 
of Kashmir and also the king and princess of Farghana and Mahan. T 


Besides Mathnawi, Fani has com 
also, He is proud of his ghazals ; 


aden yy ots leat 


posed Ghazals, quatrains and qasidas 
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But most of his ghazals are loose and unattractive, and are mostly conven- 
tional, as may be seen from the following : 


seu‏ زلف یس شان رار ور ال وپ ر Ebr‏ را 


poteit? folie er Jour 
The author of the Riazush-Shu‘ara says, “His sublime verses are rare."! 


Still some of his verses are quite pleasant and fluent, as may be clear from the 
following ; ۱ 


چنان مزاع LenS Aur‏ شورآشنت زل نبا 


Lib زی یر سابع‎ ty ٠ quelle 
wi ^ : " É T ka. ۱ pa 
til ole Meri bls ar d SVE? ies 


VIAT t ge llb y‏ است 
eani‏ .دافم 


Al; ts lot Ai pute LE 


The Qasidas of Fani deal with subjects like the fasting month, the tragedy 
of Imam Husain and the praise of Shah Jahan. 


Fani’s quatrains are mostly moral. In one of the quatrains, the death of 


a hafiz has been mourned. 


One of the chief characteristics of Fani is that he has introduced a number 


of Hindi words in mathwani and Qasida. Some examples of this are quoted 


here : we ۱ 
1, Cat. f 


è 
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& SUB uA, F i in fA id j TE eers 
Peer) ofer. بارغا ترت انالود‎ is 
Pi DOL Fo رر‎ AU 


f kg aw x 
1 Ly EU eU PLA 
cu basa esa hw rego » ts 
tour bazia Du EU 2120 
"hs oue x rá 
ERI کم دذررادا م کر رتیل دبل‎ 


Turning to his prose, we find that Muhsin Fani has written marginal 
notes on the Sharh-i-'Aqaid! in Arabic. 


The Dabistan-i-Mazahib’, one of the monumental works of the period, 
has been ascribed to this very Fani; but this is incorrect. A number of 
biographers have mentioned Fani; but not a Single tazkira writer or historian 
has ascribed the Dabistan to him. 


There are innumberable reasons for believing that this book has nothing 
to do with Fani. The style of Fani’s prose is different from that of the 
Dabistan, In a short preface to his mathnawi, Masdarul-Athar, Fani writes : 


is"‏ رتایت رک اسا EA Eze AU‏ اام 
سار یت ...تا ور کان ما FMB‏ 
insig‏ رکا رقا وسرت ا be bo A (Ba E‏ 
d‏ ور درا bron‏ ررکا زارا ست دنا bI‏ سا OU‏ 
e Vertis C‏ را ودرا رس پا زاب این ۱ 
rud fee pA‏ 


Ms. No. 794, Islamia College, Peshawar. 
. Nawal Kishore Press, 

. 'Kulliyati-Fani, Rampur. 

Kulliyat-i- Fani, Rampur, 


pow 


Pw 
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Ín contrast to this, the Dabistan has at its opening the following lines 


o Wiw تالغ شرا نگ تال‎ eh deal" 
A UP Eye Oy Ae SAE g 


Again, out of the three hundred and ninety-five pages of the Dabistan one 
hundred and thirty-four pages deal with the various Iranian religious and sects; 
especially the Parsi and Sapasi faiths, and in fact the book opens with this 
chapter, while the sixth chapter of only thirty eight pages is reserved for Islam 
and its various sects. There also, the whole information of the author is 
secondhand, based on what the Muslim scholars had told him, while we know 
that Muhsin Fani was a great Muslim scholar. His mathnawi, Masdarul- 
Athar, reveals his profound knowledge of Islam. Again, in dealing with the 
contemporary sufis, the author has not mentioned Muhibbullah Allahabadi, 
whom his devout disciple, Muhsin Fani, could never have omitted. 


The author of the Dabistan had lived in Kashmir; but he never claimed 
it as his home, while Fani is proud of belonging to that pleasant valley. 
William Jackson writing about the author of the Dabistan says, *He was 
apparently of Iranian extraction...... writing of India he says that **in-constant 
fortune had torn him from the shores of Persia and made him associate of the 
believers of transmigration and those who addressed their prayers to idols and 
images and worshipped demons.” 


Finally the author of the Dabistan had lived in Patna in his infancy, while 
Patna has never been mentioned in connection with Fani. On the other hand 
Fani is said to have lived in Balkh, which does not figure in the Dabistan as a 
place visited by its author. The only reason for this mistake wa that some 
of the manuscripts in the beginning read: “Mubsin Fani says , and then 
follow two couplets of Fani; and Mulla Firuz’s judgement is quie true, "That 
a cafeless or ignorant reader may have considered the words : Mohsin Fani 
says, as forming the commencement of the volume, and as containing the name 


—— mm 


1. 2 
2. The Dabistan (p. IX), New York and London. 
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of the author of the whole book: whereas they merely indicate the aut 
the couplets that follow’’.! 


hor of 


Sir William Jones thought that the book was composed by Muhsin Fani, 
and his judgement gave weight to the idea of somehow or other linking the 
book with the name of Fani Kashmiri. 


William Erskine discovered an account of Muhsin Fani in the Gul-i-Rna, 
but says, “It is to be observed that Lachhmi does not mention the Dabistan 
as a production of Mohsin Fani."? And then Troyer says, "Erskine............ 
concludes that it seems improbable that Mohsin Fani and the author of the 
Dabistan were the same person..... he coincides with . ...... Vans Kennedy.'? 


I am grateful to the Jammu and Kashmir Academy for sponsoring the 
publication of Mathnawiyyat-i-Fani Kashmiri and thus giving me great encou- 
ragement to complete this work. I am thankful to Mr. Noorul Hasan Ansari, 
Research Assistant, who has copied the whole text from the microfilm and 
has assisted me in collating the different manuscripts. Finally, I thank all my 
friends who have helped me in editing this book. 


S. A. H. Abidi 


————M M M ———á€—MÀ— _ 
1, The Dabistan, Vol. I, p. XI. 
2. The Dabistan, Vol. I, p. XL 
3. The Dabistan, Vol. I, p. IX, Paris. 
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